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TORRINGTON AREA HEALTH DISTRICT
« 350 Main Street ¢ Suite A ¢ Torrington, Connecticut 06790

Phone (860) 489-0436 # Fax (860) 496-8243 ¢ E-mail info@tahd.org ¢ Web www.tahd.org
" “Promoting Health & Preventing Disease Since 1967”

March 11, 2021

To: Litchfield Planning and Zoning Commission
From: Tom Stansfield MPH R.S.

RE: Meadow Ridge Farm Campsites

Commissioners,

The TAHD is in receipt of the application to register a family campground at 267 Beach Street in
Litchfield, Ct. As per 19a-2a-29 of the Connecticut General Statutes, all properties offering Camping Units of 2
sites or greater must register their health department. Amongst the definitions of “camping unit” is a
definition of “Primitive Campground”. Primitive campgrounds are not required to offer fixed sewage disposal
systems or approved water supplies. The regulation does, however, require all camping units and sewage
disposal to be approved by the local director of health.

The proposal presented by Berkshire Engineering and Surveying dated January 26, 2021 meets the
definition of a family campground. The proposal also defines the campground as two primitive sites only. The
sewage disposal for the primitive sites has been described as portable single use non-flushing containers
equipped with plastic liners which will be discarded as trash. Water is supplied by the camper, not the
campground. There is no food service proposed. This is unconventional compared to what the TAHD normally
registers but does comply with the State regulations governing family campgrounds and therefore will be
registered with the TAHD as a Family Campground and be held to all the campground regulations as
applicable.

Annually the campground wili be required to register with the TAHD and be subject to an annual
inspection and any other inspections deemed necessary to ensure compliance. Should a conditlon which
constitutes a public health nuisance or hazard be detected, the campground will be issued orders to abate any
such nuisances or hazards. Any expansion of the campground including number of sites, classification of sites
or infrastructure must be approved by the TAHD.

A copy of the governing regulations is attached. Should you have any questions, please do not hesitate
to contact me.

Sincerely,

MPHTR.S.
Deputy Director of Health
Registered Sanitarian

Borough of Bantam, Bethlehem, Canaan, Cornwall, Goshen, Harwinton, Kent, Borough of Litchfield, Litchficld, Middlebury,

Morris, Norfolk, North Canaan, Plymouth, Salisbury, Thamaston, Torvington, Warren, Watertown, Winsted
The Toivington Area Heulth District is an cqual opportunity provider, and emplayer. 1o filc a complaint of discriminativn write USDA, Director, Oflice of Civil Riglws,
1400 Independence Avenug, §.W., Washington, D.C., 20250-9419, or call (B0D) 795-3272 (voice), or (202) 720-6382 (TDD),
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Regulations of Connecticut State Agencies

Scc. 19a-22-29. Family campgrounds

(a) Purpose. The intent of this scetion is to provide minimum dosign and construction
requirements to cnsurc a reasonable degree of public health and safety for occupants using
facilitics supplicd by family campgrounds which offer temporary living sites for use by
recreational vehicles, camping lrailers, and other camping units,

(b) Definitions.

(1) “Atmospheric vacuum breaker™ means a mechanical device that automatically air
vents a pipeline to prevent backsiphonage;

(2) “Camping trailer” means a vehicular camping unit mounicd on wheels and
constructed with collapsible sidewalls that fold for towing by another vehicle and unfold at
the camping unit site lo provide lemporary living quarters for recreation, camping or travel;

(3) “*Camping unit” means a portable structure, shelter, or vehicle having a gross trailer
arca not exceeding 400 squarc feet designed and intended for ocoupancy by persons engaged
in recreational camping. Camping units include but are not limited to recreational vehicles,
recreational park trailers, camping cabins, housckceping cabins, tents, tepecs, yurts and
other rental accommodations that have no hard elcctrical wiring and no permanent drainage
plumbing;

(4) “Camping unil site™ means a specific area within 4 lamily campground set aside for
usc by a camping unit;

(5) “Department” means the Connecticut Department of Public Health;

(6) “Family campground “ mcans any location, property, parcel or tract of land undet
the control of any person, organization, or municipality that contains two or more camping
unit sites for use by the public or mombers of an organization for overnight stays;

(7) “Fifth wheel trailcr” means a vehicular camping unit, mounted on wheels, designed
lo provide temporary living quartces for recreation, camping or travel, of such size or weight
4s not to require special highway movement permit(s), and designed Lo be towed by a
motorized vehicle that contains 4 Lowing mechanism above or forward of the tow vehicle's
rear axle;

(8) “Gross trailer area” means the total plan area measured to the maximuim horizontal
projection of exterior walls in the setup modc;

(9) “Motor home" means a vehicular camping unit designed to provide temporary living
Yuaricrs fov recreational, camping, or travel use built on or pormancntly attached to a self-
propelled motor vehicle chassis or on a chassis cab or van that is an inlcgral part of the
complcted vehicle;

*(IO) “Primitive campground” mecans a family campground where no facilities or

designated camping unit sites are provided for the comfort or convenicnee of the campers;

(11) “Public water system” means any waler provider supplying watcr (o fifteen (15) or
morg consurmers or twenty-five (25) or more persons, based upon the “Dosign Population”
ay delined in section {6-262m-8(a)(3) of the Regulations of Connecticul State Agencies
jointly administered by the depattment and the Department of Public Utility Control, daily
at least sixty (60) days of the year;

(12) “Recreational park trailer” means a trailer-type camping unit that is primarily
designed to provide tomporary living quarlers for recreational camping thal meels (he
tollowing criteria:
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(A) Be built on a single chassis mounted on wheels;

(B) have a gross trailer area not cxcecding 400 yquare fect, and

(C) be certified by the manufacturer as complying with ANSIA119.5.

(13) “Recreational vehicle” means a vehicular-type camping unit primanly designed as
a temporary living quarters for recrcalion, camping or travel that either has its own motive
power or is mounted on or towcd by another vehicle. The basic cntitics included arc camping
trailer, fifth wheel trailer, motor home, travel trailer and truck camper;

(14) “Sanitary disposal station” mcans a facility provided for emptying of camping unit
waslewaler storage lanks;

(15) “Semi-primitive campground” means a family campground where designated
camping unit sitcs are not provided and where some rudimentary facilitics (privies and/or
fireplaces) may be pravided for the comfort and convenience of the campers;

(16) “Suitablc acrc” means dry land available for camping unit site development;

(17) “Travel trailer” means a vehicular camping unit, mounted on wheels, designed to
provide lemporary living quarters for reercation, camping, or travel and of such sizc or
weight as not to require special highway movement permits when lowed by a motorized
vehicle,

(18) “Truck camper” means a poriable camping unit constructed to provide lemporary
living quarters for recrcation, camping, or travel, consisting of a4 voof, floor, and sides
designed to be loaded onto and unloaded from the bed of a pickup truck;

(19) “Watcr riscr pipc” means that portion of the water systom scrving a camping unil
or camping unil site that extends from the water supply main through a lateral branch and
terminatcs at a waler conneotion; and,

(20) “Walcr supply station means a facility for supplying drinking water to campers or
camping unit waler storage tanks.

(¢) General Provisions.

(1) Registration with the local director of health. Each person, firm or corporation
operating a (amily campground shal! register annually in writing with the local dircctor of
health of the lown, borough, cily or health distriot in which such family campground is
located. No person, firm, or corporation shall operate or maintain any family campground
without first obtaining local permits or licenses if such permits or licenses are requircd by
local ordinance or regulation, The written registration shall include the name and location
of the family campground, the name, address and lelephone number of the petson
rosponsible for daily opcrations at the facility, the number of camping unil sites, and the
expected dates of operation, if not open year round. All family campgrounds shall submit
annual registrations betwoen January st and April 30th of each yeur of operation.

(2) Responsibility of the local director of health. The local director oI health or his or
her authorized agent shal) inspeot annually each family campground. If it is found to be
operating in such a manner that constitutes a public health hazard or public health nuisance,
the local director of health shall investigate and cause the abatement of such condition. Any
person, finn or corporation aggricved by an order issucd by the local dircctor of health,
may within three business days afier receipt of such order, appeal to the Commissioner of
Public Health in accordance with section 19a-229 of the Connceticul General Stalutes.

(3) Records. The owner, firm or corporation shall maintain a daily register of all camping
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unit site occupants or camping unit occupants and groups at the family campground. Such
register shall include the name of the family head or the responsiblc group member, his or
her permanent address, dates of arrival and departure, and motor vehicle license plate
number if applicable. The registration form shall indicate the sitc or unit assigned and the
classitication of the vehicle.

(4) Firc Safcty Rules and Rcgulations. Family campground management shall
conspicuously post fire safety rules and regulations. These postings shall cantain the
following minimum information and any other additional information required by the local
firc marshal:

(A) The telephone number of the fire department or location of nearest fire alarm bhox;

(B) the tolephone number of the police department;

(C) the telephone number, name and address of tho family campground; and,

(D) the location of the nearest public telephone.

(5) FirstAid Information. Family campground management shall maintain on-site a fully
equipped first aid kit cquivalent to an Amorican National Red Cross Standard 24 Unit Kit
and conspicuously post the location of said first aid kit. Each family campground shall have
a public telephone available at all times for usc by tho occupants and have available a
directory of local hospitals, ambulance services, police and fire departments.

(6) Accident Report Requirements, Report forms, deseribing an accident or injury, shall
be completed in duplicate by lamily campground management for cach injury or fatality
that occurs at a family campground rcquiring attendance by an emergeney medical scrvice,
a nurse, physician, or the police. Information on the report forms shall include the name,
agce and sex of the victim, relevant background data on the accident, injury classilication,
rcsponse data, diagnosis, and paticnl disposilion. The accident report form shall be
mainlained at the family campground for a minimum of | year.

(7) Camping Unit Sitec Spacc Allotment, The number of camping unit sites shall be
limited to not more than filteen per suitable acre, except for camping unit sites serving
avemight or transient campcers, where the density shall be limited to twenty-five camping
unit gites per suitable acre.

(R) Public swimming pools and public swimming arcas. Public swimming pools and
public swimming areas, if provided within a family campground, shall comply with sections
19-13-B33b and 19a-36-B61 of the Repulations of Connecticut State Agencics for all public
switnming pools and public swimming areas

(d) Water Supply and Distribution.

(1) General Requirements. The water supply provided at each family campground shall
be (rom a source approved by the department and capablc of supplying an adequate quantity
to meet all the requirements of the masimum number of persons using the family
campground at any onc time. The quantity shall be sufficient to serve all peak oceupancy
demands maintaining 25 psi throughout the distribution system. Each public water system
serving a family campground shall comply with the water quality requirements of seetion
19-13-B102 of the Regulations of Conncelicut Statc Agencics. Wells used for public watcr
supply shall comply with the requirements of section 19-13-B51a to 19-13-B5 1 m, inclusive
of the Regulations of Connecticut State Agencics.

(2) Water Distribution System. The water supply shall be easily obtainable from water
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riser pipes, water outlcts, or water supply stations located within 500 feet walking distance
from any camping unit or camping unit site, cxcept for primitive or scmi-primitive
campgrounds. Water distribution piping shall be of approved materials, adequately protected
from lcakage, damage and vandalism. The size and degign shall be such as to provide
adequate pressure throughout the system at all times. The water distribution systen shall
be prolected against the hazard of backflow as required in scction 19-13-B38a of the
Regulations of Connecticut Statc Agencics. [ a water riser pipe is not available at every
camping unit site, a central water supply station with suitable appurtenances for filling water
slorage tanks shall be provided. All central waler supply stations shall be located a minimum
of 25 feet from any sanitary disposal station. All central water supply stations shall be
cquipped with atmospheric vacuum breakers located downstream of the last shutoft valve.
Adjacent to the central water supply station, a sign of not less than 24 inch by 24 inch in
sizc shall be posted and inscribed thereon in clearly legible letters on a contrasting
background shall be: “DRINKING WATER - NOT TO BE USED FOR FLUSHING
WASTEWATER STORAGE TANKS”. Water lines that arc scasonally draincd shall be
disinfected when returned to service. A laboralory approved by the department prior to the
beginning of cach scason shall perform watcr sampling and thc watcr sample(s) shall be
abscnt for total coliform bacteria prior to public use of the watcr supply. Disinfection shall
be provided 10 all sections of water lines atter complction of cergency eepairs o assure
safe potable water supply service. Water sampling shall be petformed after the completion
ol emergency repair work to confirm the absence of total coliform bacteria, The sampling
location(s) shall include at least onc location downstream of the repair work.

(3) Water Riser Pipes. When provided, water riscr pipe connections for individual
camping unit sites shall be equipped with a threaded male spigot with the opening pointed
down, located at lcast 12 inches but not more than 24 inches above grade level for the
altachment ol' s standard watcr hose. Each watcr riser pipc conncction shall be cquipped
with an atmospheric vacuum breaker located downstream from the last shutolT valve.

(c) Senitary Facilities.

(1) General Requirements. Sanitary facilitics consisting of flush toilcts, luvatorics and
showets with hot and cold running water shall be provided at one or more locations in cvery
family campground except at primitive or semi-primitive campgrounds. The sanitary
faciliticy shall be located within 500 fect walking distance from all camping units or camping
unil sites not provided with an individual sewer connectlion or scheduled camping unit
waslewater storage tank pump. out scrvice. Camping unit sitcs provided with individual
sewer connections or scheduled camping unit wastewater storage tank pump out service
may be at greater distances from sanitary facilitics. All toilct buildings shall provide scparate
facilities for males and females and shall be apptopriatcly marked. All toilet buildings shall
be properly screened with sclf-closing doors and be vented fo the roof. Structures built to
house toilets, lavatories and showers shall be constructed of smooth non-absorbent easily
cleanable malerials and shall be kept clean and sanitary at all times. Separate compartments
shall be provided for each toilet and showar, Unisex shower compartments may be utilized
only if they are not located within public Loilct areas. Each female toilet room shall be
provided with a receptacle for sanilary napking. The receptacle shall be of durable, non-
absorbent, and readily cleanable muterial and shall be provided with 4 lid. Privies, chemical
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toilets or other non-flush toilets, and portable lavatories may be used in family campgrounds
when approved by the local dircclor of health, The local director of health shall approve
methods of disposal of domestic sewagc including gray water at primitive and semi-
primitive campgrounds.

(2) Number of Sanitary Fixwres. Sanitary fixturcs shall be provided for all family
campgrounds cxcept at primitive or semi-primitive campgrounds in accordance with the
following minimum critenia.

Camping Flush Toilets Urinals Lavatoties Showers
Unit Sites Men Women Mcn Mcn Women Mecn Women
0-25 | ] l l 1 | l
26-50 2 3 ] 2 2 2 2
51-75 3 4 2 3 3 3 3
76 - 100 4 5 2 4 4 4 4

For family campgrounds with morc than 100 camping unit siles, additional (oilets, urinals,
lavatorics and showens shall be provided for men and women at the ratio of 1 each for every
additional 30 camping unit sites or part thercof. For those family campgrounds that provide
camping unit sites with individual sewer connections or scheduled camping unit wastewater
storage lank pump out service, the minimum numbcer of sanitary fixturcs required beyond
50 camping unil sites shall be reduced by 1 for every 10 camping unit sites with those
services 10 no lower than the minimum number of fixtures requived for SO camping umit
sites.

(f) Subsurface Sewage Disposal,

(1) Subsurface Sewage Disposal at Family Campgrounds with Design Flows of 5,000
Gallons per Day or Less, All subsurface sewage disposal systems shall be installed in
compliance with section 19-13-B103a to 19-13-B103f inclusive of the Regulations of
Connecticut State Agencics. Plans for every now subsurface sewage disposal system, repair,
alteration or extension ol an cxisting subsurface sewage disposal system, including gray
water disposal systems, shall be reviewed and approved by the local director of heulth, No
subsurface sewage disposal sysicm shall be installed unless the local direetor of health has
issued an approval to construct nor shall the system be used unless a permit Lo discharge
has been issucd by the local dircctor of healih in accordance with seetion 19-13-B1036 of
the Repulations of Connecticut State Agencies. Each subsurface sewage disposal system
shall be constructed by a person licensed pursuant to Chapter 393a of the Connceticut
General Statutes.

(2) Subsurface Sewage Disposal at Family Campgrounds with Design Flows Greater
than 5,000 Gallons per Day. On those properties where the sewage design flow exccods
5,000 gallons per day, plan revicw, permits to construct, permits to discharge and approvals
shall be obtained from the Department of Environmental Protection as required by seclion
22a-430 of the Connecticut General Statutes.

(g) Sanitary Disposal Station.

(1) General Requircments. Tn all family campgrounds excepl primitive and scmi-
primitive campgrounds, one sanitary disposal station shall be provided for cach 150 camping
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unit giles that are not provided with individual sewer connections or scheduled pump out
service for the camping unit wastewaler stovage tank. Each station shall be level, casily
accessible from the service road, and shall provide easy entry and exit for recreational
vehicles and recrcational park trailers.

(2) Sanitary Disposal Station Requitements. Sanilary disposal stations shall bc located
a minimum of 50 feet from camping unit sites. Each sanitary disposal station shall have a
concrete slab with a 4-inch center drain inlet located so as to be on the roadside (lefi) of the
recreational vehicle or recreational park trailer. The drain shall be equipped with self-closing
foot-operated hatch of approved malcrial with a tight fitting cover. The drain shall be
properly connected Lo a septic tunk or non-discharging holding tank. The slab shall be not
lcss than 3 fect by 3 feet and at least 3% inches thick and properly reinforced, trowelled
smooth and sloped from cach side toward the center drain. A water tap with suitable hose
and appurtcnances shall be provided at the sanitary disposal station for periodic cleanup of
the area. A reduced pressure principal backflow preventer (RPD) shall be installed on the
waler supply line to this tap. Each RPD shall be tested annually by a distribution system
backflow preventer operator certified pursuant to section 25-32-1 1{e) of the Regulations of
Connecticut State Agencies. The owner shall promptly restore any malfunctioning RPD to
proper operating condition. Adjacent to the water tap located at the sanitary disposal station,
a sign of durable material not loss than 24 inches by 24 inches in sizc shall be posted and
inscribed thereon in clearly legible letters on a contragting background shall be: “DANGER-
NOT TO RE USED FOR DRINKING OR DOMESTIC PURPOSES".

(3) Sanitary Disposal Station Holding Tanks. Watertight non-discharging holding tanks
may be installed for the temporary storage of camping unit wastewater dumped at the
sanitary disposal station. Such holding tanks shall be cquipped with high tevel alarms or
indicators and have an access manhole extended to grade. The local director of health and
the department shall approve installation of sanilary disposal station holding (anks.
Wastewater from sanitary disposal station holding tanks shall be pumped and disposed of
by individuals licensed pursuant to Chapter 393a of the Connecticut General Statules.

(4) Mobilc Pump Out Services. Family campgrounds may provide mobile purap out
scrvices tor camping unit wastewater stovage tanks for camping unit sites not served by
individual sewer connections. The wastewater collected by the mobile pump out unit must
be disposed of at the sanitary disposal station. Mobilc pump oul units and cquipment shall
be maintained in a clean and sanitary condition. Water used {or rinsing mobile pump out
cquipment shall be considered wastewater and shall be disposcd ot in a sanitary manner.
Accidental spillage of camping unil storage tank wastewaler shall be prompily remaved or
otherwisc abated so as to prevent a nuisance or public health hazard,

(h) Food Service Establishments,

(1) Serving Food, Dispensing Machines, Food and beverages sold at family campgrounds
shall be stored and dispensed in accordance with seclions 19-13-B40) and 19-13-B42 of the
Regulations of’ Counccticut Statc Agencics. Food or beverage vending machine operation
shall conform o the requirements of section 19-13-B52 of the Regulations of Connceticut
State Agencics.

(i) General Sanitation.

(1) Refuse. The storage, collection and digposal of refuse at family campgrounds shall
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be such as to create no health hazards, rodent harborage, insect breeding, odors, witd animal
attractions, unsightlincss or other nuisanac conditions. An adequate number of fly tight
metal or heavy plastic containers shall be provided and conspicuously located to facililate
refuse storage and disposal.

Such containers shall be kept covered at all times. Final disposal of refuse shall be in an
approved manner and location in compliance with local and state regulations.

(2) Insects, Rodents, Wild Animals. Grounds, buildings and structures at family
campgrounds shall be maintained free of and in such a manner to prevent infestation by
rodents, breeding of flies, mosquitoes or other insects, or depredation by animals. The local
director of health shall require control meagurey if any nuisance condition is observed.

(3) Camping Unit Site Drainage, General Site Protcction, Each camping unit site shall
be selected, arranged and improved in such a manner as Lo promole proper drainage and
climinate fleoding and mosquito breeding areas. Poison ivy and othet noxious plants shall
be removed from the camping unit site. No safety hazard ot nuisance condition sha!l be
allowed to remain on all camping unit sites.

(Adopted clfectlve December 27, 2005; Amended March 17, 2014)




03/11/2021 THU 13:52 PAX 860 496 8243 Torrington Area Health --- litch P&Z @Zo1o/010



